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HE EXPANDED RAPIDLY IN EARLY 90S
% in sustained employments/further study 2016/17
Years after graduation… Years after graduation…
One Three Five Ten One Three Five Ten
Female 88.5 87.2 86 82.8 Female £19,300 £22,400 £24,700 £26,900
Male 85.4 84.9 83.9 82.3 Male £20,900 £24,900 £28,300 £35,300
<21 87.4 86.7 85.9 83.7 gap £1,600 £2,500 £3,600 £8,400
All 87.2 86.2 85.1 82.6 All £19,900 £23,300 £26,000 £30,500
WHAT DO GRADUATES DO AFTER UNI? WHAT DO GRADUATES EARN?
Median earnings 2016/17
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HE EXPANDED RAPIDLY IN THE EARLY 1990S
Age participation index (GB)
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DISTRIBUTION OF EARNINGS BY 
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WHAT DO GRADUATES EARN AFTER LEAVING UNI?
Median earnings 2016/17
Years after graduation…
One Three Five Ten
Female £19,300 £22,400 £24,700 £26,900
Male £20,900 £24,900 £28,300 £35,300
gap £1,600 £2,500 £3,600 £8,400
All £19,900 £23,300 £26,000 £30,500
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median graduate earnings £ thousands
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Age started course
Under 21
21 and over
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POLAR…
1
2
3
4
5
Prior attainment…
AAAA or above
360 points
300-359 points
240-299 points
180-239 points
Below 180 points
1 or 2 A level passes
BTEC
Free school meals (FSM)…
FSM
non-FSM
Home region…
North East
North West
Yorkshire & the Humber
East Midlands
West Midlands
East of England
London
South East
South West
Scotland, Wales & N.I.
Residence…
Living at home
Living elsewhere
five years after
graduation
One year after
graduation
HOW MUCH DO DIFFERENT GRADUATES EARN?
median earnings in 2016/17 by selected chacteristics
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WAGE GROWTH VARIES MARKEDLY BY SUBJECT
median graduate earnings by subject and cohort £ thousands
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VARIATION IN EARNINGS BY SUBJECT
median earnings by time since graduation
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UNEMPLOYMENT RATES AND MEDIAN SALARIES IN THE UK, 2017
Young high-skill 
employment rate 
(age 21–30)
High-skill 
employment rate 
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Young 
unemployment 
rate (age 21–30)
Unemployment 
rate (age 16–64)
Young median 
salary
(age 21−30)
Median salary
(age 16–64)
Postgraduate 74% 78% 5% 2% £29k £39k
Graduate 58% 66% 4% 3% £25k £33k
Non-graduate 18% 22% 7% 5% £20k £23k
Source: Graduate labour market statistics: 2017, DfE
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WHAT DO GRADUATES DO AFTER LEAVING UNI?
% in sustained employment and/or further study 2016/17
Years after graduation…
One Three Five Ten
Female 88.5 87.2 86.0 82.8
Male 85.4 84.9 83.9 82.3
<21 87.4 86.7 85.9 83.7
All 87.2 86.2 85.1 82.6
GRADUATES NOT IN STUDY OR WORK
Years after graduation…
One Three Five Ten
No sustained destination (%)
Female 7.3 6.4 5.9 5.0
Male 8.5 6.8 6.1 4.3
All 7.8 6.6 6.0 4.7
Activity not captured (%)
Female 4.2 6.4 8.2 12.2
Male 6.0 8.3 9.9 13.4
All 5.0 7.2 8.9 12.7
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AAAA or above
360 points
300-359 points
240-299 points
180-239 points
Below 180 points
1 or 2 A level passes
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WHICH GRADUATES ARE NOT IN WORK OR STUDY?
2014/15 graduating cohort in 2016/17, selected characteristics
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WHICH SUBJECTS HAVE MORE GRADUATES NOT IN WORK OR STUDY?
2014/15 graduating cohort in 2016/17, by subject of first degree
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